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Objectives

 Participants will be able to:

 Describe the characteristics of English Language Learners (ELLs) 

 Describe the responsibilities of Districts to ELLs

 Detail the identification process for ELLs

 Administer the W-APT screening assessment

 Interpret the results of the W-APT screening

 Identify and interpret appropriate assessment data to support the 

identification of ELLs
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Characteristics of English Language 

Learners
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Although students may be able to 

communicate socially and therefore, may 

give the impression of fluency to teachers 

and administrators, the development of 

academic language proficiency is a process 

that takes anywhere from 5-7 years 

depending on the support provided and 

individual student characteristics.



Montana observes the following federal definition of Limited 
English Proficiency:



English Language Learners/ LEP students in Montana include:

• American Indian children who are impacted by the heritage language of 

their family and/or community such as Crow or Blackfeet

• Hutterite children who learn German as their first language 

• American-born children of immigrants who learn their native language in 

the home from their parents or guardians

• Children who come to the United States with their parents or alone (as 

immigrants, as children of international professors and students at the 

university level, as migrant workers, as international exchange students and 

as refugees) 

• Children who are adopted internationally by American parents*



Montana’s ELLs 2013-2014 





Montana’s ELL Guidance Document

Complete document can be found here: http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Bilingual/13_MT_ELL_Guidance.pdf

http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Bilingual/13_MT_ELL_Guidance.pdf


Identification Review
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LEP Identification Review

STEP ONE: PRE-SCREENING:

The first step in the identification process is to gather data on 

languages spoken at home, for all students, at the time of 

enrollment.  The most common way to gather this data is with a 

home language survey (appendices A and B).  Appendix C is an 

example of a survey that can be conducted as an interview.  

Some districts simply include a section with questions on 

languages spoken at home as a part of an enrollment form.  



LEP Identification Review
STEP 2: ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (ELP) SCREENER

The WIDA-ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) (http://WIDA.us/assessment/w-apt/) screener is available to all districts 

at no cost; the Office of Public Instruction encourages its use based on the seamless continuity of English 

Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Definitions from the W-APT to the ACCESS for ELLs.  

Students who fall below the minimum scores as defined by Montana's definition of proficiency may be eligible for 

ELL services.  All potential LEP students must be screened for placement through the use of the W-APT or another 

English language proficiency assessment. 

Ordering Identification Materials

The W-APT test forms and administration manuals (PDF files) are available to all WIDA Consortium member states 

at no additional cost and are reproducible. System Test Coordinators and any staff that the STC designates can 

access the W-APT screener on the WIDA website: www.wida.us. A WIDA account is required.

Questions about accessing screening materials or the WIDA website can be directed to: Yvonne Field, 406-444-

0748, yfield@mt.gov. 

http://wida.us/assessment/w-apt/
http://www.wida.us/
mailto:yfield@mt.gov


Things to Consider:
 If your district adopts the use of a Home Language Survey, it should be included as 

part of the enrollment process for all students.  However, please keep in mind that 

having another language spoken in the home is not an automatic identification of a 

student as LEP/ELL.  

 This is where the W-APT screener is necessary to 

determine their LEP level.



More things to consider:
 How does the district determine if a student who is an American 

Indian comes from an environment where a language other than 

English has had a significant impact on the individual’s level of 

English language proficiency?

 Even though a student may not speak the heritage language in the home, a 

student may have grown up in an environment in which the syntax, rhetorical 

style and sociolinguistic patterns of the heritage language may have had 

a significant impact on the student’s level of proficiency in Academic 

English.

 Language Observation Checklist Appendix C, page 24.  5 or more no 

answers on the Characteristics section indicates need for further screening 

with W-APT.
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LEP Identification Reminders
• Students new to the Montana Public School System need to be tested on the W-

Apt screener within 14 days of arrival if the home language survey indicates a 

need.  

• Students who have already been identified in AIM as LEP should receive an LEP 

designation and placement letter within the first 30 days of the beginning of the 

school year (example letter in the MT ELL Guidance document ).  

• If they transfer from another Montana school, make sure they are marked 

correctly in AIM and also receive another placement letter (your program could 

be different than their previous school’s LEP program).

• ALL LEP students should be marked in AIM (Infinite Campus) with primary home 

language or language of impact, LEP status and start date.  



ELL Identification Process Flow Chart
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SECURE & CONFIDENTIAL

DO NOT POST THESE 

MATERIALS TO PUBLIC 

WEBSITES OR FORUMS.

Contains secure and confidential 

information.
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Training Objectives

To learn how to administer the WIDA ACCESS 

Placement Test (W-APT) (Speaking, Listening, 

Reading and Writing components) for Grades 1-12

To learn how to use W-APT results to make ELL 

placement and/or service decisions
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Purposes of the W-APT

To identify students who may be candidates for English 

as a second language (ESL) and/or bilingual services

To determine the academic English language proficiency 

level of students new to a school or to the U.S. school 

system in order to establish appropriate levels and 

amounts of instructional services

To accurately assign students identified as ELLs to one 

of the 3 tiers for ACCESS for ELLs® testing

The W-APT is NOT used for program exit decisions!
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Background

Aligned to WIDA ELD Standards

5 grade level cluster forms: K, 1-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12

Results in scores from proficiency levels 1-6*

Fully adaptive

Individually administered
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How to Access the W-APT

Free and downloadable from www.wida.us

System Test Coordinators are granted access through their 

personal log in

STCs can grant access to TAs in their district who will administer 

the W-APT.

New for 2016- An online on demand screener will be available.

http://www.wida.us/
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Login with 

your 

username 

and 

password on 

the WIDA 

home page

WIDA Home Page
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Navigate to the W-APT Page
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Locate the W-APT Cluster in the Materials
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W-APT Training Resources

Test Administration Manual 

Scored Student Writing Sample Booklet for use in 

scoring the Writing component

Online ACCESS for ELLs Training course (Speaking 

Test sample sound files and quiz)

W-APT Webinars

Practice administering with a colleague 
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W-APT Structure and Materials
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Grad

e 1

Grad

e 2

Grad

e 3

Grad

e 4

Grad

e 5

Grad

e 6

Grad

e 7

Grad

e 8

Grad

e 9

Grad

e 10

Grad

e 11

Grad

e 12

K 1-2 Test 3-5 Test 6-8 Test 9-12 Test

K: For students in 2nd semester Pre-K through 1st semester Gr. 1 

1-2: For students in 2nd semester Gr. 1 through 1st semester Gr. 3

3-5: For students in 2nd semester Gr. 3 through 1st semester Gr. 6

6-8: For students in 2nd semester Gr. 6 through 1st semester Gr. 9

9-12: For students in 2nd semester Gr. 9 through 1st semester Gr. 12

Grades 1-12: 

Which W-APT Test form to give?
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Administration Times & 

General Scoring

Administration times vary according to students’ level of 

proficiency 

Gr. 1-12 Time to Administer How to 

Score

Speaking up to 15 minutes rubric

Listening up to 20 minutes answer key

Reading up to 20 minutes answer key

Writing up to 30 minutes rubric
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General Administration and 

Using the Scoring Sheet

Set up:

Sit at right angle to student

Lay out papers

Follow script exactly 

Administer and score simultaneously

Follow guidelines for adaptivity (on scoring sheet)
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Test Administration: 

Speaking Grades 1-12
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Speaking Test Overview

2 Parts per form: 

Social and Instructional & Language (3 tasks)

Language of Language Arts/Language of Social Studies (5 tasks)

The maximum number of tasks that can be administered is 8.

Scored using the WIDA Speaking Rubric
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Rules for Standardizing the 
Speaking Test

Read each item only once (barring interruptions or if the 

student asks for a question to be repeated).

Administer the test in English only.

Never write out parts of the test that are scripted as 

spoken items.

Master use of the speaking rubric and practice scoring 

sound samples from the training course at www.wida.us. 

http://www.wida.us/
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Speaking 

Rubric
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How to Use the Rubric

Look at the proficiency level for the task being 

administered.

Examine the expectations for each task level.

Determine whether student’s response meets all of the 

stated expectations for that task level.

Do not score for content accuracy, but for the level of 

language expected at that task level.



Administering the WIDA ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) 36WIDA Consortium / CAL / MetriTech

Using the Rubric: 

Possible Ratings
Exceeds expectations—Goes beyond Task Level 
Expectations in quantity and/or quality 

Meets expectations—(expected score) Fulfills Task Level 
Expectations in quantity and quality 

?—Administrator is unclear whether task response 
Approaches or Meets expectations 

Approaches expectations—Comes close to Task Level 
Expectations, but falls short in quantity and/or quality 

No response—No response; response incomprehensible; 
response in native language; student unable to understand 
task directions

Not administered—Item was not administered to student 
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IN PART A

If score on task is ?, 

Meets, or Exceeds, go 

to next level task.

If score on task is 

Approaches or No 

Response, go to Task 1 

of Part B. 

Part A Part B

Adaptivity: 

Rules for Advancement

IN PART B

If score on task is ?, 

Meets, or Exceeds, go 

to next level task.

If score on task is 

Approaches or No 

Response, go to 

Listening Test. Any Task following one marked 

Approaches (within a Part) 

should be marked Not 

Administered.
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Recording Speaking Scores

Mark X for score for each task (T1, T2, etc.)

Count number of X on Exceeds and Meets

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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Recording Speaking 

Proficiency Level

Enter Speaking PL in 

composite proficiency level 

Table on Page 2 of Scoring 

Sheet

Use raw score conversion 
table on Scoring Sheet to 
determine Proficiency Level



Administering the WIDA ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) 40WIDA Consortium / CAL / MetriTech

6-8 Speaking, Part A: Social and 

Instructional Language
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6-8 Speaking, Part A: Social and 

Instructional Language con’t…
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Practice in Scoring 

Speaking Tests

Study the speaking rubric thoroughly

Listen to speaking test samples available on the 

ACCESS for ELLs Test Administrator Training Course on 

the WIDA website

Score the samples on a practice Scoring Sheet

Read the rationales for the samples and compare with 

your score

Refine your scoring to conform with the samples
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Test Administration:

Listening and Reading

Grades 1-12
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Listening and Reading Tests

Multiple choice

Scripted: 

Do not read theme, question or response choices unless 

scripted

For Reading: 

Student reads to him/herself and points to answer

Compare student’s response with key on Scoring Sheet, 

mark 1 or 0
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How to Read the Scripts

Directions 

are bold 

and 

italicized

The item 

itself is bold
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Proficiency 

Level
Increasing Difficulty of Theme Folders (Parts)

5
Folder E

Folder D

4
Folder C

Folder B

3
Folder A

2

1

Organization of Test 

Items (L & R)
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Adaptivity of Listening and 

Reading Tests

After completing a Part, tally total correct for that theme 

folder.

Follow criterion for advancement to decide next step.
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Scoring the Listening and 

Reading Tests

Use the raw score 

conversion table to 

convert the total into a 

Proficiency Level – or 

use the W-APT Score 

Calculator online!

Add up all the 

correct answers 

and put the total in 

here  
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Theme graphic

Test item

3–5 Listening Theme Folder

Part C: Place Value



Administering the WIDA ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) 50WIDA Consortium / CAL / MetriTech

Student Hears Student Sees 

3–5 Listening Theme Folder

Part C: Place Value
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1–2 Reading Theme Folder 

(with Sample Item)
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1–2 Reading Theme Folder 

(without Sample Item)
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Test Administration: Writing

Grades 1-12
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Writing Test

Up to 30 minutes 

Student writes in separate Student Writing Booklet

2 tasks per form: 

Part A, Social and Instructional Language

Part B, Language of Mathematics 

Administer Part A and/or Part B based on S, L, and R scores 

Score using the WIDA Writing Rubric

Enter score on scoring sheet
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Writing 

Rubric
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9-12 Writing Task, Part A: Social 

and Instructional Language
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9-12 Writing Task, Part B:
Language of Math
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Grades 1-2 

Writing Samples
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Rationale:
 This student can write legible English words, thus meriting a score of 1.
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Rationale:
 This student is not only capable of writing legible English words, but he can 

also write in sentences, (I like to) ride my bike because it fun, thus meriting a 

score of 2.

 The second part further shows the student’s ability to write more complex 

words, such as cub instead of “bear”, and puppy instead of “dog”.

 The writing is generally comprehensible, although it has syntactic and 

mechanical errors (e.g. because it fun).
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Rationale:

 The writing displays successful sentences. Although there are no 

expanded sentences, the fluency of the text and the correct use of the 

words such as more and now show emerging complexity, 

characteristic of a score of 3.

 Most of the words from the word box are used and they are used 

correctly.

 The writing is comprehensible.
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Rationale: 

 A variety of sentence lengths of varying Linguistic Complexity is evident in the 

writing. There is also emerging cohesion with the explanation of the situation 

(Mr. Gill has tow apples. I give him 1 more apple.),  presentation of the 

problem (Would my teacher have more…than lste time), and the solution (I 

think he will.) Emerging cohesion is characteristic of a score of 4.

 Specific language is used (e.g., would, than). 

 The writing is comprehensible.  
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Rationale:  

 The writing presents a variety of sentence lengths of varying Linguistic 

Complexity in an organized paragraph. The organization and the variety 

of sentence lengths are characteristic of a score of 5.

 Although there is no technical language used, the writer displays the 

ability to use the right words in the right places.

 The writing is approaching comparability to that of English proficient 

peers.
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Grades 3-5 

Writing Samples
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Rationale: 

 The writing merits a score of 3 due to the emerging complexity of the 

sentences. Phrases such as I have to and the use of If…then…are successful.

 Attempts have been made to use general and more specific language, such as 

bad words, copy, fight, trouble, and detention.

 It is generally comprehensible.
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 There is specific vocabulary such as sick and enter, but it is isolated 

within unsuccessful attempts at producing sentences. Comprehension 

is impeded throughout the text.

 The writing is repetitive and generally incomprehensible as a result of 

many syntactic and semantic errors.

Rationale:  
 Although there are 

attempts at 

producing 

sentences, they 

are not successful, 

thus meriting a 

score of 1.
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Rationale:

 There are simple and expanded sentences that show emerging complexity in the 

writing (e.g., If she can’t find out which one is the right one, then just compare 

them. She is probably buying tank number one because she thinks it is the 

largest.)

 General and some specific language is used (e.g., measure, compare, in the 

lead).

 The writing is generally comprehensible.
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Rationale:  

 As required for 5, the writing has a variety of sentence lengths of varying 

Linguistic Complexity in an organized paragraph. It has a conclusion 

sentence (That’s how Martha solved her problem.)

 Technical language is used (e.g., graph, record, information, formula, 

determine).

 The writing is approaching comparability to that of English proficient 

peers; errors don’t impede comprehensibility.
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Grades 6-8 

Writing Samples
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Rationale: 

 The writing has short sentences, characteristic of Level 2.

 General language is used (e.g., perfect, simple).

 The simple text in the writing is generally comprehensible.
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Rationale:

 As required for 5, the 

writing displays a well-

organized paragraph with 

introduction 

(I think that the more 

accurate approach would 

be Camila’s way, even if it 

takes you more time.)

There is a variety of 

sentence lengths of varying 

Linguistic Complexity.

 Technical language is used (e.g., accurate, complicated). The Writer 

shows evident facility with needed vocabulary (e.g., pile, in [on] top of 

the other’)

 The writing is approaching comparability to that of English proficient 

peers.
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Rationale:

 As required for a PL 6, the writing has a variety of sentence lengths of varying 

Linguistic Complexity in a single tightly organized paragraph. 

 The writer demonstrates the ability to consistently use just the right word in just 

the right place (e.g. most likely, flaw, scientific, predict).

 The writer has reached comparability to that of English proficient peers 

functioning at the “proficient” level in state-wide assessments.
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Grades 9-12 

Writing Samples
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Rationale: 

 Most of the text is copied from the model, a feature characteristic of Level 1.

 Original text is limited to simple words or phrases, such as “whiachi the 

muvis” (for ‘watch the movies’) and Mexico. The text does not demonstrate 

the ability to write full sentences, which would be required to merit a score of 

2.

 Syntactic errors in the text impede comprehensibility.
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the writing lacks cohesion and clarity when referring to the need for more 

money.  For that reason, it does not merit a score of 4.

 The text includes some content-specific vocabulary, such as celebrate and 

Birthday. The writing would need to include more technical vocabulary in order 

to merit a score of 4.

 Errors do not impede comprehensibility.

Rationale:
 Characteristic of a 

score of 3. The 

writing 

demonstrates 

emerging 

complexity used to 

provide detail, as 

seen in the first 

sentence, I’m 

writing you 

because my Friend 

and I will have a 

party next Monday. 

However,
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Rationale:

 The writing has a variety of sentence lengths of varying Linguistic Complexity in

a tightly organized paragraph, thus meriting a score of 6.

 The writer demonstrates a consistent use of just the right work in just the right place.

 The writing has reached comparability to that of English proficient peers functioning

at the “proficient” level in state-wide assessments, as required for a Score of 6.
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Completing the Scoring Sheet and Interpreting 

Scores
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W-APT Score Calculator

Choose The 

student’s grade

(If necessary) 

Choose the 

grade cluster 

test form 

administered* 

Prompts you to 

enter the raw 

scores (except for 

Writing which is 

assigned a 

Proficiency Level)

Includes score sheet 

diagram for 

reference

Note: The W-APT Score Calculator 

does not require a login.
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Raw scores - indicates the actual number of items or tasks to which 
the student responded correctly out of the total number of items or 
tasks

Proficiency level – describes a student’s performance in terms of 
the six WIDA English language proficiency levels 

Composite proficiency levels (CPLs) - records a literacy, oral, 
and overall, weighted score for all the language domains

Grade-Specific Composite Proficiency Level Scores – is the 
CPL scores adjusted to the test taker's grade in recognition of the 
fact that the test is more difficult for test-takers in the early grades. 
Based on this reasoning, test-takers in the highest grade of the 
cluster do not receive any adjustment in their scores. 

W-APT Score Information
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Using W-APT Results to make 

placement/service decisions

Proficient
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Using W-APT Results to select 

a Tier for ACCESS for ELLs

Use the student’s W-APT scores to determine which tier is 

the best fit for ACCESS for ELLs testing.
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Tier Structure of 

ACCESS for ELLs
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Do you have ELP questions?  

For Instruction, Programming, and Title III questions:

Natalee Rowe│ Title III Indian Education Specialist │ MONTANA OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

│nrowe@mt.gov │PH 406.444. 3482 │ FAX 406.444.0743│ P.O. BOX 202501 HELENA, MT 59620-2501│

For ELP Assessment Questions:

Yvonne M. Field│ ASSESSMENT SPECIALIST │ ASSESSMENT │MONTANA OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

│yfield@mt.gov │PH 406.444.0748 │ FAX 406.444.0743│ P.O. BOX 202501 HELENA, MT 59620-2501│

http://opi.mt.gov/
http://opi.mt.gov/


MontCAS Contacts

Ashley Makowski, Assessment Assistant
406-444-3511 amakowski@mt.gov

Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist
406-444-0748, yfield@mt.gov

Pam Birkeland, Special Projects
pbirkeland@mt.gov

Paula Schultz, Smarter Accommodations
pschultz2@mt.gov

Judy Snow, State Assessment Director
406-444-3656, jsnow@mt.gov
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